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The<followin^ 37 CF.R. 1421, 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for managing transaction s transmi ^ ip^ of funds . 
comprising: 

a first interface for communicating first information regarding at least one payment 

source; 

a second interface for communicating second information regarding at least one payee 
account; and 

a processor, communicating with the first interface and the second interface, the 
processor selectably directing ft^hejransmission of funds from the at least one payment source to 
the at least one payee account based on an optimization determination , the optimization 
determination determining a payment mechanic to use ro Transfer the funds fmm the ar least 
one payment source to the at least one payee account, wherein the at least one payTTierfl source is 
determined pijoriQ pftrforminfl rjtp; oprimi?arion (fcrermi nation 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the optimization determination 
comprises a calculation of at least one of payment source data, payee account data, payment 
schedule data, payment type data and privacy data. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one payment source 
comprises at least one of a direct deposit account, a source credit account, a mortgage account, a 
securities account, a money market account, a micro payment account, an overdraft account and 
a stored value account, 

4. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one payee account 
comprises at least one of a utility account, a mortgage account, a payee credit account, and a 
contribution account. 
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5. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a storage module, 
communicating with the processor, the storage module storing at least one of the data on the 
optimization determination, data on the at least one payment source account, and dam on the at 
least one payee account. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
the second interface comprises a telephone connection. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
the second interface comprises a network connection. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the network connection comprises a 
remote client from which a user may communicate transaction instructions. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the remote client comprises at least 
one of a computer, a network-enabled cellular telephone, a portable digital assistant, a paging 
device, and a set-top box. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the user comprises at least one of a 
consumer, a business entity and a government entity, 

1 1. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first interface and 
the second interface comprises a desktop graphical user interface directly communicating with 
the processor. 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 8, wherein the processor performs an 
optimization on a transaction carried out according to the transaction instructions, 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the optimization comprises at least 
one of minimizing a cost variable, fulfilling a transaction schedule, minimizing a payment 
penalty, maximizing a float of the at least one source account, ensuring an affiliation between the 
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payment soiwMIft!^ maximizing reliability, minimizing 

risk, fulfilling a contractual obligation, maximizing volume discounts, aggregating a transaction 
amounts, maximizing a transaction amount and maximizing available bonus awards. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the optimization comprises 
minimizing a cost variable, and the cost variable comprises at least one of a transaction cost 
charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost absorbed by a payment enabler. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the optimization determination 
comprises utilization of third party associations and payment providers. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein members of the ihird party 
associations are systematically identified by at least one of real time calls to the third party 
association, and real time calls to a datastore containing third party association member data 
which is periodically updated. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the optimization determination 
comprises a systematic identification and internal settlement for closed loop payments in which 
the payment source and the at least one payee account reside within one entity. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein an expense reduction resulting from 
optimization of the cost variable is realized by at least one of the payment enabler and the 
payment initiator. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 2. wherein a payment initiator is presented with at 
least two mechanisms that meet the payment schedule data and associated costs of the at least 
two mechanisms, and the payment initiator is permitted to manually choose an optimal method 
of transfer, 

20. (Original) The system of claim l r wherein the transmission of funds comprises a 
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currency conversion. 

21. (Currently amended) a f Ampler implemented method for managing 

rr.irv i iinrionaa transmis s ion of funds, comprising: 

a) communicating first information regarding at least one payment source; 

b) communicating second information regarding at least one payee account; 

c) performing an optimization determination for a transaction frem-heinf? funded bv the at 
least one payment source; and 

d) selectably directing a transmission of funds from the at least one payment source to the 
at least one payee account based on the optimization determination; ^4 

w fierein the at least one payment source }s determined prior i q ryrforrr^nfl rfie 
optimization fjp^npip^jo^ 

22. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1, wherein 
the optimisation determination comprises a step e) of calculating at least one of payment source 
data, payee account data, payment schedule data, payment type data and privacy data. 

23. (Currently amended) The computer im pferr^pted method of claim 21, wherein 
the at least one payment source comprises at least one of a direct deposit account, a source credit 
account, a mortgage account, a securities account, a money market account, a micro payment 
account, an overdraft account and a stored value account, 

24. (Currently amended) The compter imp|emepfed method of claim 21. wherein 
the at least one payee account comprises at least one of a utility account, a mortgage account, a 
payee credit account, and a contribution account. 

25. (Currently amended) The computer iqpfcfpemed method of claim 21, further 
comprising a step of f) storing at least one of the data on the optimization determination, data on 

5 

PAGE 42/57 * RCVD AT 11/14/2005 7:10:01 PM (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO«EFXRF-6/31 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSlD:+* DURATION (mm-ss):13-12 



Nov-H-05 07:18pm .Frorn-HUNTON & WILLIAMS + T-919 P. 10/24 F-684 

Attorney Docket No.: 47U04.000115 
Application No. 09/985,900 

the at least one payment source account, and data on the at least one payee account- ^ 

26. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein at 
least one of step a) and step b) comprises a step of g) communicating via telephone connection. 

27. (Currently amended) The f f ?inn ! f ftr implemented method of claim 2 1 . wherein at 
least one of step a) and step b) comprises a step of h) communicating via a network connection. 

28. (Currently amended) The cop^rer implemented method of claim 27, wherein 
the network connection comprises a remote client from which a user may communicate 
transaction instructions. 

29. (Currently amended) The co mputer implemeniedm eihod of claim 28, wherein 
the remote client comprises at least one of a computer, a network-enabled cellular telephone, a 
portable digital assistant, a paging device, and a set-top box. 

30. (Currently amended) The computer implE^t^ method of claim 27, wherein 
the user comprises at least one of a consumer, a business entity and a government entity. 

3 i . (Currently amended ) The ^r^pntef impiepiemed method of claim 2 1 , wherein at 
least one of step a) and step b) comprises a step of i) communicating with the processor directly 
via a desktop graphical user interface. 

32. (Currently amended) The rqmpWf r imp ler T nenred method of claim 21, further 
comprising a step of j) performing a further optimization on a transaction. 

33. (Currently amended) The computer imptemsniedL method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the step c) of performing an optimization determination comprises a step k) of performing at 
least one of minimizing a cost variable, fulfilling a transaction schedule, minimizing a payment 
penalty, maximizing a float of the at least one source account, ensuring an affiliation between the 
payment source and the payee account, maximizing security, maximizing reliability, minimizing 
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risk, fiilffllfnya^^ discounts, aggregating a transaction 

amounts, maximizing a iransaction amount and maximizing available bonus awards. 

34. (Currently amended) The fpmp lUer implemented method of claim 33, wherein 
the optimization comprises a step of 1) minimizing a cost variable, and the cost variable 
comprises at least one of a transaction cost charged to a payment initiator and an internal cost 
absorbed by a payment enabler. 

35. (Currently amended) The computer implemeniedi nethod of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the optimization determination comprises utilization of third party associations and payment 
providers. 

36. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 35, wherein 
members of the third party associations are systematically identified by at least one of real time 
calls to the third party association, and real time calls to a datastore containing third party 
association member data which is periodically updated. 

37. (Currently amended) The pnmpjffftr implemented method of claim 2 1, wherein 
the optimization determination comprises a systematic identification and internal setdement for 
closed loop payments in which the payment source and the at least one payee account reside 
within one entity. 

38. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method of claim 34, wherein an 
expense reduction resulting from optimization of the cost variable is realized by at least one of 
the payment enabler and the payment initiator. 

39. (Currently amended) The computer im plemented method of claim 22, wherein a 
payment initiator is presented with at least two mechanisms that meet the payment schedule data 
and associated costs of the at least two mechanisms, and the payment initiator is permitted to 
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' ? w """" < *wij rn^nually choose an optimal method of transfer. 

40. (Currently amended) The y pmpnpsr implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein 
the transmission of funds comprises, a currency conversion. 

4 1 . (Currently amended) A system for managing irnrtSijcr . ;nn^^n s mi^i Qn of 
funds , comprising: 

means for communicating first information regarding at least one p4yment source; 
means for communiciaing second information regarding at least one payee account; and 
optimization means, communicating with the means for communicating first information 
and the means for communicating the second information, the optimization means selectably 
directing a transmission of funds from the at least one payment source to the at least one payee 

account based on an optimization dererminaiion T jhe oprimization determination ^fKqfljpinft a 
paymepy rpechanism to me to tra nsmjt foe f unds from [fa ft] ope paymeru source to t^e at 

Iffltt m payee account; and 

wherein the af ^east one pavmenf ffljffg jfi fofftrpriineri prior to rhe nptimi?apon means 
performing the optimisation determination. 

42. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 21, wherein performing the 
optimization determination comprises maximizing volume discounts. 

43. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 2 1 , wherein performing the 
optimization determination comprises aggregating a transaction amounts. 

44. (New) The computer implemented method of claim 2 i , wherein performing the 
optimization determination comprises maximizing a transaction amount and maximizing 
available bonus awards. 

45. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one payment source comprises 
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v at least one selected from the group consisting of a checking or other demand deposit account 

CODA), money market fund, securities account, stored value account, credit cord account, 

currency account, overdraft line of credit, micro payment account, and line of credit. 

46. (New) The system of claim 1, wherein the processor further performing a second 
optimization process, the second optimization process selecting the at least payment source, from 
a plurality of payment sources, based on an optimization process. 

47. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein the system allows the payment request 
initiator to select a payment source from a plurality of payment sources. 
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